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APPENDIX B
NATURALIZATION CHARTS

- AUTOMATIC ACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP
UNDER CHILD CITIZENSHIP ACT OF 2000

2 .
31227
ublj
i ¢S th Date of
. . Law
Au!(llh_ﬂl'tlﬁ Applicable
- ) INA §320,
At least onc parent is U.S. citizen by birth o Date last Aa§s *
‘ naturalization. Child residing in U.S. in the lcgal condition amended
93 Stat, 14 and physical custody of citizen parent pursvant to fulfitled by P.L
ities prior ta! a lawful admission for permancnt residence. 106-2;9'5
- @ nonprofit

r on or after 2/27/01 and only for children under 18 after 2/27/01.

ties nor the
ts applicableto adopicd children under INA 5101(BXIXE) or (F).

* Law is not retroactive, i.¢., acquisition can only occu
© +9 Applies to adopted child if child has met requiremen

The Treaty

EXPEDITED NATURALIZATION OF CHILDREN
Jartinique,
Effective Date of Law
Berlin, as Date of Eligibility Requirements Automatic Applicable
Act*
Islands on At least one parent is U.S. citizen by birth or
naturalization at time of filing. N-600 or N-643.
Lruba and Prior to filing, citizen parcnt has been
physically present in U.S. for at least § years, at l
; least 2 after age 14, or citizen parent has a ,
ftzbergen citizen parent who has been physically present Date of INAaiB 2,
siamor | U.S. for § years, at lcast 2 after age 14. Ur]xger lssuance of | amended [
if P.L.
Child is currently residing outside U.S. in legal Certificate 1b g 6‘3165
‘as made and physical custody of citizen parcnt.
. Child is temporarily present in U.S. pursuant to
> British | & a lawful admission and maintaining lawful :
ibraltar) _ status. :
» resides I ______.—-L._..—-L__-—-——___L———____

or treaty
ngdem, i B + Applics to adopted children under 18 if child has met requircments applicable to adopted children under INA §104(b)
ndonot (1)(E) or (F)

Charts prepared by Mr. Carmen A. DiPiacido, of Arlington, Virginia
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[\v] AUTOMATIC ACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP M3
THROUGH NATURALIZATION OF PARENT(S)
L - .
2 DETERMINING WHEN TO USE “NEW™ SECTION 3
o Date Date of Automatic Acguisition AND “OLD™ SECTION 309(a) INA IN ADJUDIC 03(s)
Parcabiis) Who Ape L Law Applitable CITIZENSHIP BASED ON - - ATING
Parcatis) Natursized Limit  } It Residing in . L WED ON BIRTH OUT OF
Naturatized oy M Residing Abroad LOCK TO A US. FATHER
frior i Cither patent Under Dame of Dacz chitd lawdully $2172, RS Jace
367 2) nawuralizslion adnieed LS. Joo 414718001
of pasent POmMANCNE fesidmee
AGE BEFORE DATE
3207w Eithicy pascal Under Dare of Dake child Jowfully §2172,RS. Sec. DATE OF APPLICABLE WHICH BEFORE
noon EST, 2l niusalizstion | admiticd US. for 5, Act 31207 BIRTH STATUTE | "LEGITIMATIO WHICH STATEMENT
32404 of parcm pemnent residence N MUST “LEGITIMAT) | OF SUPEORT
ON" MU REQUIRED
oooc EST, One paren. Urder Upon complelion § vis. residonee in U.S. §S. Act 3297, occur OCCURST
524034, 10 oihzr rernaioing 23 when | incuding residence compkeed afier sge s amendad by
V3L plien adnined | 21 and afier LF13/3) Ses 2 Act
us. 243 Before 11/) g8 | Ol Scerion
2) \
Alien pareoy Under | Baicof Dale chihl bswhully §217LRS 309(a) 11/14/29 No
) (ueher being 21 naturadization Admined US. for -
I oaezcny; of parent permarent restdence Onor Aler ] - — ]
8 SUDY dvang parent 1114768 Old Seciion
w or paent having 309(z) 2) 1171492 N
- custudy in and —_ ——\4 o
(] divaece .
New Seciion ]
g 113198 w Alien parert Umber | Daeof Date chisd lawfully §317. 1940 At Before 1)/14/73 305(9) 1 114789 Yes
] 1204152 oiher bring 18 nrucalizstion | admittad U.S. for - es
ciiizen from ol parcnt permanznt residence Oa or After Old Seci ]
child’s birth . 114471 30;.':; on 15 W
it 14/86
Buth pasents; Undes Date of Daic child fowfully £33, 194D Acx H and ] No
suaviving parear; | 18 nuluralion adsngied US. for New Seclion |
or paruil haveny of pareot peomaneat eesideme . .
enstedy @n legal . M 30%a) 18 [1714409 Yes
separativn ] ]
[
Subsequenn | **Ahenparent, | Under Datc lasi Dine chidi Lawlolly INA §324. as On or Afier Niw Sectian
10 122452 ] whee being 1] cuanliting admiteod LS. for ameadod by P.1. V11486 309{a) 13 None
bul belore coleren from fulribled permauent residence Y57 " Yo
22700 child’s hitth Repealed by P.L
106-395
*Pwh parcols; Uniur Dade Jast Daic child law fully INA §321 . as
lg surviving parenl; | 16 condition admild U.S. b amenidud by B
© parent having Fulhilcd permancel sesidon e 95417,
73] cushwy in begnl Repealed by P L
Lo scparalion. or 106-393
& mothier ol child
oul of wedlock
o *The dale of thr parenl(s) naturatizalion and Wic date oF the lawfis) adminance of the child must pocur before the b2
® shos in ihe age Jenul column
S ** Applies 10 an adopted child if the child s residing im the L1.S. at the fime of naturalization of such adopecd parcnt

parcats, in the cusiody ol his sdppiive pereni of porents. issuant 1o lanful sImissino foc peomancent residence.
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LR Tovw For Cpor
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S CPHIZEN PARENT AND ALIEN PARENT

These tables are intended for use only:

NSUE FOR CERTALY INDIVID 'ALS BORN ABROARD

artment of State; ay of March 20, 1995 Note—
ke determinarions or 10 e cited in any ¢

as a usefyl

Dare of Birh

Befare nuon EST §/24/34

Nuon EST 524134 and

- Tranamission Rcsuiremcnm

Reletence

Rerention Requiremenrs
—

Fitlher .S, citizen father o mnther eoukl
ransmit, U.N. eltizen parent residud in
U.S. before ehitd's Winly

£ 199}, Revised Seatyres
(RSY 7 FAM 1135, 3
MM INA; P L. (03-
416,

None

Reference

prior t 131741

Efther U.S. citizen Iher or mother eould
Iransmit,

.S, citiren parent resided in Us. t
child’s Lirth, > hetore

§ 1991, RS a5 Aniendest
1934, T EAM 1138 .
11152,

Persans failing to fulfill ciw
restored upon taking oath of
allegiange,

(1} § years residenge belween the

ar

() 2 years continuous physical
prescnce herween ages 14,28, or

(3) 5 years centinunus physical
presende between ages 14-28 (1
begun before 10/27/72,

{4) Nonc i1 Parent employed certain
neeUBstion.

requirements may have citixenslip

ages 1321 if tegun hefore 12/24/53,

and Nartlomality Acr of

1§.
(38 01t and (h)

(NA). 54 S, 1137, 7
FAM 1134 6-3

INA; 7 FAM 1133.5-7,
32

INAL 7 FAM 1133.5.2,
1133.5.»

43 § 2015 INA,;
7 FAM 1134.6.2

§ 3740 Tmigration

1952 (INAY. § 101 B L.
IN3-416, T PAM 1133,5-

Nationality Act of 1990

(2) Former § 301(h), {¢)

() Former § 301¢h), (u)

]
Ahsences of less than 60 daya in agreepatm durtng. 2 year perined do not treak contnulty,

T .
Ahsences of loas than one YeAT M aggreste durtng 5 year periad do not reak continuity,

TUS. G

« Ameriean

hianch

o Phiysical resenee nf parent it Ae place bemre CHId's hirth,

- pbillanthropie, rcliglons.

ereinl. of M

aranl v

al Agency in which ihe U.S. wim

1
par Note: residence

Daic «of Ditth

Reference

Noon (ost) 5/24/34 and
arinr 1o 1731741 (eont )

Tratrmission Requiremenis

Retention Requirements

]

Referenee
e ——

(5) Nong I alien parem nacwralized
and child bepan w reaide
permanently in U.S. while under age
18.

{5) Former § 301(h)
INAG 7 FAM 113357,
[IRERSN

1713743 and prinr to
12124152

Citizen parent resided in U, 5. ar pos-
sessinn 10 years prior lo child's bitth, live
of which after the age of 16,

201¢g) NA. 7 FAM
11342, 1134.3

Perrons falking ta (uifill belaw
requircmments may have elhitzenihip
rearqred unen taking eath of
allegiance,

(1} 2 years continuous phyrical
presenee between apes 16-28,* ar

(2) & years cantlnunus physical
presence between ages [4-28 if
begun defore 10/27/72;4¢

(3} None if parent emplayed in
cerlain cocupation®**

{4) None if ¢hild born an ar after
1G/10/42;

(%) Nane if alien parenl naturalized
and child began 10 reaide
perrannently In 1), 8. while under age
18.

Sy, J24(AK1) INA, §
101 P.L. 103-116:
7 EAM 1133815

(1) Farmer § 301¢b), (x)
INA; 7 FAM 1133.5-7,
5-8

(2) Former § 301, (d)
INA; 7 FAM 1133.5-2.
1133.5-9

(3) 201(g) NA; 7 FAM
1334.6-2

(4) P.L. 95432; 7 FAM
133,513

(3) Former § J01(h)
INA; 7 PAM 1133.5:7,
1133.5-11

Citizen parem in 1.8, mithary 12/7/41-
12/31/46 and resided in U S. of posser-
1iom 10 ycars prior 1o chitd's birth, five of
which after age 12.

201CG) NA; 7 FAM
1134,7, 1134.4

Teraons Tatling ra Nift helow
requirements may have citizeaship
redtored upon 1AKIng aath of
alleplance.

(1) 2 ycary continuous phypical
presence between ages 14-28:* or

{2} 5 years contimuous physical
presece derwoen ages )4-28 i
begun before 10/27/72.%*

£3240U)(1) INA, §101
P.L. 103416, 7 FAM
1133.5.15

(1) Farmer § 30¥(h)
INA; 7 FAM 1134 .4¢,
1133.5

{2) Former § 301(b). ()
INA; 7 FAM 1133.5.2,
| 1133.5-9
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Date af Birth Trantmission Requiremoents Rrference
o oo

Retenrion Requirements
e —

Reference

17113/41 and prinr to
12123753 (onr™y

(3) None {f ¢hlld bom on or aRer
82

(4! None if alicn pareiy paisraiized
and ¢hild beprn in reside perma-
nently in U.S. while under age 1R,

(3) P.1.. 95.432; 7 FAM
1131.5-45

(41 Former § 301(R)
INA; TPAM 1113.5-7.
1133.5-11

f-hizen parent in U.S. mililary 1¢1/47-
12124752 and phyieally present in U.S. ar
pasxcssion 10 years prinr wa chitd's birth,
five of which after age 14, and wim fid
nol qualify under cilet provision nhave.

INA; 7 FAM 1104,

§ ANANT), now 301 (g)

Peraons Tailing to fulfill below

af roquiirementa may Rave citbzenship
restored ypon |aKing nath of
alleglance

1) 2 yoars vontinuoua physical
presence belween ager 14-28, ° wr

(2) 5 yrars conltinuous physlaal
preseace beyween ages 14.28 if
bepun hefore 10/27/72.4¢

{3) Nene if child born on ar sher
10710/52,

¢4) None il alien parent naturalized
and child began ta reaide
permanenily in 1.5, while under age
18.

§ 324{(1) INA: P.L.
INX-416; 7 FAM 11315~
15

(1) Former & 3Di()
INAL T PFAM 1112.5-7,
58

(2) Former § 301(h), (d)
INA; 7 PAM 113352,
1133.5-9

(3) PL. 98432, TFAM
1133.5:13

{4) Former § 301 (b)
INA: 7 FAM 1133.5-7,

12424152 and prior In

Citizen paret physieally present in U.S
11114/84

ot posreaxion 10 years prior ta child's
binth, five of which afiee age 14,
Honorable U,S, military service, employ-
ment with U.S. Goverrmnent or {nier-
govesnimental iareenstionnl organization,
or 2s depeadent unmarricd &on Af anginer
and member oF the hnvachald of a parent
In such service or cniplayment, may he
imatuded,

1133.3.3

§ 301(a)(7). how 301(g)
INAS 7 FAM 1133.2.2,

Nane

113%.5-14

On or afler 11714/86 Cltizem parent physieally present In U.S,

nt possession § years prior to child's hish,

1w of whivh ARer age (4,

1133.2.]

A01(a) INA; P.L. 99-653,
P.L. 105253 7 FAM t

paprkelr- TIRCHINERE I

e Conraeer YAl L pd

RIRTH ARROAD TQ TWO U.S. CITIZEN PARENTS

|

Teanmissian Requirements
Parenty’ & 1

One parent resided in the U.8.

c§ 1D
Before noon (EST) 5/74/34 5 1o

Naan (E5T) /124134 and prior | One parcat resided in the U5,
w /1341
1/13/61 and prior 1O 1212452

On or after 12/24/52

One parcit resided in 1he U.S. of
One parcp reaided \n he U.S. of posaession,
e

§ Antd's hirth
Noteg: (1) In all cases, Tesidenee st srke place prior o \he chitd's hirtk
rmcnlln pever had retentinn fequirements.

CITLD BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK TO U

§ 1993, Revised Starutcs (RS § 3010

§ 1993, RS 35 amended by Act of 5124034

§ 308 (a)3), oo 1) INA

(2) the 1aw daca net Yeline

Applicable Laws

1P.L. 103416

ow long residence must be, and (3) children

5. CITIZEN MOTHER

7 EAM 1135.1

7 FAM 1134.2, 1134.3.1, 114,32

7 FAM 113361

7 FAM 1133.2:140, 1133.3-13

tworn 10 two U S, cittxen

-

.

Transmission Requisemens
ienee)

Applicable Laws

(Parenty’ F

Dae of Birth
Refore noem (EST) §/24734

U.$. or passession priar 10 4205, p
L:?::;irl;;::lcgh‘l?(!mr:n lcgiumar:cd by alicn Taier
before 1113741,
Mother resided in U.S. of possession priat 10
chilv's birh,
Mathee resided in U.§. or possession prior to
child'y higth,

Mother physically present n U.S. or potsersion

§ 1993,

Noon (EST) 524131 and priot
[CRIARICH

{13741 and prior e 12174152

On or after 12124152

205, parageaph 2.

§ 309(), INA

=AM 1
aragrapht 2, NA TF

RS as amended by Act of 3/14/34: §
h 2, NA

T FAM

1353-1

. ———
7 FAM 113572

7 FAM 1134.5-4

113343

contipuously 12 mnnihs gvinr 1o chilg's birth,

[ wedlock 10 3 U.S gMtizen mother nevel i relention requiremenis.
Wt b 1.

Nore; Chlldren born out a
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CHILD BORN OUT OF WEDLAOCK TO 1.5, CITIZEN FATHER AND ALIEN MUTHER

T ission and Lega) Relationship )
Rave of Binh Rmircnknu Reference Relenilon Reguiremenis Rclgrv.-ncz

Betore ooy (EST) §/24/34 | leplumnted under law of father's U.S, or | § |993, RS 7 FAM None

forcigh Jomicile. Farher rex(dedin U.S. 1138.3-)

hetre child‘s bixh.
Noon (EST) 5/24/34 and Legimated under law of father's U.S. or | § 1993, RS as amended in | Persons failing to falfil helaw § 324¢)(1} INA: § 1001
prlar to 1/13/41 foreign domitile, Famer resided tn 1.5, | 1994; 7 FAM 1135.7-1 | renuirements may have citizeashin | @1, 103-414

hefare child's birh. resturcd ypon (aking ol of 133,513

aleglance.

(1) 5 yoars rcsidence terween ages €1) § 201¢) aud (h) NA:
13-21 it bepun helore 32/24/52; or TFAM 1133.6.3

(2) 2 years ¢onrtnuaus physical (2) Farmer § 301y, (¢}
presence betwren ages 14-28:" ar INA; 7 TAM 1133.5-7,
1133.5-8
(3) 5 years continunus physleal {3} Former § IDI(M), ()
presence hetween nges 14-28 if INA: 7 FAM 1131.5-2,
hegun before 10/27/72. 1133.5.9
£ 201(g) NA: 7 FAM

(1) Nong if parent employed certain

occupation. 113.6-2

p : (5) Fotther § 31(H
{5} None if alien parent naturnlized INA: 7 PAM 1130.5-7,

and child began 10 reside 130,51 1
permanently in U.8. while under age RSN
18,

¥ Absepeos of Iew dlah A Jay< 0 agRreRate during 3 yrar pesind does Ao Break conunety,

¥ ARsenges af tres than nane year i aggreite JU1i0R S year periad does pnt herak comtinuty.

, cammerclst, or firaneinl erganbztion of an Interasoml apeacy in whieh the 1.8, tokes pare, Nones resnlence
hy af INA inak rileet Out. 25, 1994, Seetion J2U0E) 0f INA 100K vflver March |, (005,

‘U5 G - American .5 - . mitgl
of PyMedl preacrees wf purert mual teke placa hefien chIlit's hinh, Soerion 30

W

WOCAITUNAS A NOLLVHOIN| S NVEZHNY

DMt of Rirth TIn
N Lo i
YT - an ”n Requirements Reference Reientlon Requirements T Ref
‘ather physic. i v o . oy
(30t oy Fache 1;:) ie:r: fri'f,‘:'fn'.?asi ‘ii r:: q]s 3!11(:1(7) INA; 7 FAM Perstns failing to fulli bolow [ e
. : : v s kPRGN ]
l‘jjﬂsr ﬂl’,"' After the age of 14, Hnnor-ahis requirements may have citizenship | p [ 1(:3(-4)1 :-N J?\'Pi\lm
; ary seviee amptopme i, restared upan taking asth of 3545 "
lé Gavernmen; or intergavern. mentar Heglance, o
nlemalional organization. or py de;
A PChdens :
IRmartied son or daughier and Membhed AN
Pendert ars cantinious physien) i
the hausehold of 3 patent in such scrvicfa presence hetween ages 14)',13" ;:)q) ljnﬂnt‘r WS
or employment miy be included; ang ‘ | . S-SA' . o
(Ih) Patemity ensdiished ta i . .
b " YCALS ontinuqus 7
e leghtimacion liw of r‘avhcr‘slv.\sfeczh]iu!l,‘); LE! preacnce beiwern :og:t ‘::y;: :lr A T e,
e i o § 30905 INA begun before 10/23/7, 4w Hipgsa 113852
(23) Father resideq in U S.ar i .
«3. ar possession
10 vearsx prior 1o chiig's Mk, fiv N poaad T
i one if parem cmpioyed ¢ 2
which after ihe ape of 16 yoors: ang § 2012 N eeftain MWF""'“"-“P v et
Sb‘,‘.’.ﬂ.m].‘y establishea turing winority (4) Nane if chltn horn on or afler ﬁ)wrzlﬁ ?5-“2: 7rAM
hefo.rf(;;:;?/’:zm oount adjudication § 205 NA; 7 FAM ooz e
52, 13452 A .
(5) None If alien parent naturslizen gN)Arnmhfi 31?;?)5
— and ch[rd began Io reside perma- !133'.5-1 i ak
P breren o — T — nently in U.S. while upder gz 14,
possessing 10 years Prior ta child’s binn e N None
five of whigly after age 1. Honorabie
3.s. military service, emplayment with
o qumunm or iNlergovernmeniat
ftermationsl organization, er sa drpendent
unmarried 20n o daughter and member of
the household ar 4 parent in such service
ar cmplayment, may he included; and
{2) Paternity eahlisheq
£) Paterr 1 i under age 21 b 3 i
Itg_mmnnnn 1aw of Inther's ar ch‘}kl‘s Y :‘{'99(“] A ax priimaly
residence/domicite, meted
Note: INA ¥ 301(h took rffecr 10025194, [NA § 32819} 100k offoc
T

M1%5,

6v6
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Date of Birth Transmission Requircments Refetence - Retention Requirements Rpference
A —r akidails
Atter (1714/6K through () Father physically present in U.S. ar £ 301GaXT) INA None
101471 possession 10 years prior 10 child'a hinh,

five of which afler age 14. Hoooriblc
U.5. military service, emplnymem with
U.S. Government of intcrgovermmentsl
inrer organizatian, ar as depend
uunarried son or daughter and memaber of
e household nf a parent in sugh service
or employment, may be included; and

{2n) Blood relationsh(p escablished hetween | § 309¢a) INA 35 amended
father and child, father 3 U.S. citizem at 11/14/86. 102 Sia1. 2619:
time of child's birth, [ather (uniess TFAM 113322
deceased) agrees in writing (o suppor
chill untif 18 years. and while ghilg i
under 18 years: (1) enild ix tegletmeoed, (i)
father acknowledges paternity, ot (iii)
phternity esiahlished hy court agjudication,
or

(2b) Paternity is cstablished undet ape 21 § 3M9(R) INA, ax
by the Ieguimarion law of father's or originally enactes)
child's meidencesdomicile,

After 11714/7% and privr to | (1) Falder physicatly present in U.§, nr § 301{a)T) INA
11/14/86 possesstan |0 vears priar 1o child's birth,
five of which aftcr age 14. Honorable
U.5. military segvice, employmem with
U.$, Governmem or intergavernmental
international organization, & 18 dependent
unmareied Son oF caughier and member of
e houszhold of 3 parent in such scrvice
or employment. may be included, and

None

{2) Bixxl relationaip establiched beiween § 30510) INA, as amended
father and child, father a U.S, ¢itizen a1 11/14/86, 102 S, 2008;
time of chiid's binh, father (unless 7 FAM [133.4-2 }

decensed) ngrees in wridng o support
thitd untll 18 yoacs. snd while chily §s

asé

FAAFIIBNOT AW NOLLYHOIIW| S NVBZHNY

Dae of Birh i
N — Transmissinn Regui
After 11 s G ezl '
H/?! andprior 1o | yndar 18 yenr () chirg ; T Referonce Rerentlon Reowt
' ) is Ie, — e Quiremenis ’

11112/86 (con 0 L .
ather Acknowledgey Pllemhih:?‘(,ii;j)l {ii) Referonee
) .

Paternity cseatlished by court adjudicatinn

(1) Pather ohysican, i .
Y present in U g,

Pargestion five years riot to chilars :l;!.h

Dnar afer Liflasge

§ 301t INA.
TFAM 113333

(2) Bigod felarionsh; i
ANOnship egrablish

I;:ther and child, father alls. f:'lx_,b:;“‘“"
Bme of ¢hirg's Girth, faher (Utilesy "
;J:;;asn) JBFees in writing tn tu;;pon
un; ulndl 18 years, yng Wwhile eNild (s
fmr" 8 yewrs: (i) chiid |y legitimated (ii)

her .acknmvle«gea Pawrnity, or (iij) )
Memnity established b [ o

309 INA o¢ e

% Amended
V1714196 102 131, 2619,
TEAM 113342
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U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Consular Affairs
Visa Services

Visa Bulletin

Number 64
Volume VHI
Washington, D.C.

IMMIGRANT NUMBERS FOR DECEMBER 2003
A. STATUTORY NUMBERS

This bulietin summarizes the availability of immigrant numbers during December. Consular officers are required to
report to the Department of State documentarily qualified applicants for numerically limited visas; the Buregu of
Citizenship and Immigration Services in the Department of Homeland Security reports applicants for adjustment of
status. Allocations were made, to the extent possible under the numerical limitations, for the demand received by
November 7th in the chronological order of the reported priority dates. If the demand could not be satisfied within the
statutory or regulatory limits, the category or foreign state in which demand was excessive was deemed
oversubscribed. The cut-off date for an oversubscribed category is the priority date of the first applicant who could
not be reached within the numerical limits. Only applicants who have a priority date earlier than the cut-off date may
be allotted a number. Immediately that it becomes necessary during the monthly allocation process to retrogress a
cut-off date, supplemental requests for numbers will be honored only if the priority date falls within the new cut-off
date,

2. Section 201 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) sets an annual minimum family-sponsored preference
limit of 226,000. The worldwide level for annual employment-based preference immigrants is at least 140,000.

Section 202 prescribes that the per-country limit for preference immigrants is set at 7% of the total annual family-
sponsored and employment-based preference limits, i.e., 25,620. The dependent area limit is set at 2%, or 7,320.

3. Section 203 of the INA prescribes preference classes for allotment of immigrant visas as follows:
FAMILY-SPONSORED PREFERENCES
First: Unmarried Sons and Daughters of Citizens: 23,400 plus any numbers not required for fourth preference.

Second: Spouses and Children, and Unmarried Sons and Daughters of Permanent Residents: 114,200, pius the

number (if any) by which the worldwide family preference leve! exceeds 226,000, and any unused first preference
numbers:

A. Spouses and Children: 77% of the overall second preference limitation, of which 75% are exempt from the per-
country limit;

B. Unmarried Sons and Daughters (21 years of age or older): 23% of the overall second preference limitation.

Third: Married Sons and Daughters of Citizens: 23,400, plus any numbers not required by first and second
preferences.

Fourth: Brothers and Sisters of Adult Citizens: 65,000, plus any numbers not required by first three preferences.

EMPLOYMENT-BASED PREFERENCES
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First: Priority Workers: 28.6% of the worldwide employment-based preference level, plus any numbers not required
for fourth and fifth preferences.

Second: Members of the Professions Holding Advanced Degrees or Persons of Exceptional Ability: 28.6% of the
worldwide employment-based preference level, pius any numbers not required by first preference.

Third: Skilled Workers, Professionals, and Other Workers: 28.6% of the worldwide level, plus any numbers not
required by first and second preferences, not more than 10,000 of which to "Other Workers."

Fourth: Certain Special Immigrants: 7.1% of the worldwide level.

Fifth: Employment Creation: 7.1% of the worldwide level, not less than 3,000 of which reserved for investors in a
targeted rural or high-unemployment area, and 3,000 set aside for investors in regional centers by Sec. 610 of P.L.
102-395.

4. INA Section 203(e) provides that family-sponsored and employment-based preference visas be issued to eligible
immigrants in the order in which a petition in behalf of each has been filed. Section 203(d) provides that spouses and
children of preference immigrants are entitled to the same status, and the same order of consideration, if
accompanying or following to join the principal. The visa prorating provisions of Section 202(e) apply to allocations
for a foreign state or dependent area when visa demand exceeds the per-country limit. These provisions apply at
present to the following oversubscribed chargeability areas: MEXICO, INDIA and PHILIPPINES.

5. On the chart below, the listing of a date for any class indicates that the class is oversubscribed (see paragraph 1);
"C" means current, i.e., numbers are available for all qualified applicants; and "U" means unavailable, i.e,, no
numbers are available, (NOTE: Numbers are available only for applicants whose priority date is earlier than the cut-
off date listed below.)

Priority Dates for Family Based Immigrant Visas

All INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES

Chargeability

Areas Except

Those Listed

Family
18t 15JULO0 15JULOO || 150CT94 15SEP89
_L=_

2A" 15NOV98 15NOV98 | 08APR96 15NOV98
2B 01MAY95 01MAYSS | 01DECO 01MAY95
3d 15AUGY7 15AUGY7 | 15NOV94 22MAY39
4gth 01FEBS2 L 010CTa0 || 01FEBS2 150CT81

'NOTE: Fpr December, 2A numbers EXEMPT from per-country limit are available to applicants from all countries
with priority dates earlier than 0BAPRI6. 2A numbers SUBJECT to per-country limit are available to applicants
chargeable to all countries EXCEPT MEXICO with priority dates beginning 08BAPR96 and earlier than 15NQV98, (All
2A numbers provided for MEXICO are exempt from the per-country limit; there are no 2A numbers for MEXICO
subject to per-country limit.)

Priority Dates for Employment-Based Immigrant Visas

All Chargeabllity INDIA MEXICO PHILIPPINES
Areas Except
Those Listed
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Employment-Based

1st C C C C

gnd C C Cc C

3rd c Cc C C

Other Workers c (o] c C

4th c C Cc c

Cetain Religiuos Cc c c c
Workers

sth c . c c c

h
Targeted Employment | C o3 C C
Areas/Regional

Centers

The Department of State has available a recorded message with visa availability information which can be heard at:
(202) 663-1541. This recording will be updated in the middle of each month with information on cut-off dates for the
following month.

B. DIVERSITY IMMIGRANT (DV) CATEGORY

Section 203(c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act provides a maximum of up to 55,000 immigrant visas each
fiscal year to permit immigration opportunities for persons from countries other than the principal sources of current
immigration to the United States. The Nicaraguan and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) passed by Congress
in Novernber 1997 stipulates that beginning with DV-98, and for as long as necessary, up to 5,000 of the 55,000
annually-allocated diversity visas will be made available for use under the NACARA program. This reduction has
resulted in the DV-2004 annual limit being reduced to 50,000. DV visas are divided among six geographic
regions. No one country can receive more than seven percent of the available diversity visas in any one year,

For December, immigrant numbers in the DV category are available to qualified DV-2004 applicants chargeable to
all regions/eligible countries as follows. When an allocation cut-off number is shown, visas are available only for
applicants with DV regional lottery rank numbers BELOW the specified allocation cut-off number:

All DV Chargeability Areas Except Those Listed Separately
Regjon

AFRICA: AF 14,450 Except: Ethiopia 12,400
ASIA: AS 7,000 Except: Bangladesh 4,100
EUROPE: EU 13,900 Except: Albania 10,100
NORTH AMERICA (BAHAMAS). 5

OCEANIA: OC 500

SOUTH AMERICA, and the CARIBBEAN: 1,075

Entitlement to immigrant status in the DV category lasts only through the end of the fiscal (visa) year for which the
applicant is selected in the lottery. The year of entitiement for all applicants registered for the DV-2004 program ends
as of September 30, 2004. DV visas may not be issued to DV-2004 applicants after that date. Similarly, spouses and
children accompanying or following to join DV-2004 principals are only entitied to derivative DV status until
September 30, 2004. DV visa availability through the very end of FY-2004 cannot be taken for granted. Numbers
could be exhausted prior to September 30. Once all numbers provided by law for the DV-2004 program have
been used, no further issuances will be possible.
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C. ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF THE DIVERSITY (DV) IMMIGRANT CATEGORY RANK CUT-OFFS WHICH
WILL APPLY IN OCTOBER

For January, immigrant numbers in the DV category are available to qualified DV-2004 applicants chargeable to all
regions/eligible countries as follows. When an allocation cut-off number is shown, visas are available only for
applicants with DV regional lottery rank numbers BELOW the specified allocation cut-off number:

All DV Chargeability Areas Except Those Listed Separately
Region

AFRICA: AF 17,700 Except: Ethiopia 15,600, Nigeria 15,400
ASIA: AS 8,150 Except: Bangladesh 4,900
EUROPE: EU 15,000 Except: Albania 13,450
NORTH AMERICA (BAHAMAS): 7
OCEANIA: OC 565
SOUTH AMERICA, and the CARIBBEAN: SA 1,075
D. OBTAINING THE MONTHLY VISA BULLETIN

The Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs offers the monthly Vise Bufletin on the Internet's WorldWide
Web. The Intemet page to access the Bufletin is:

hitp:/itravel.state.gov

To be placed on the Department of State’s e-mail subscription list for the Visa Bufletin, please provide your e-mail
information to the following e-mail address:

listserv@calist.state.gov

and in the message body type:
Subscribe Visa-Bulletin First name/Last name
(example: Subscribe Visa-Bulletin Sally Doe)

To be removed from the Department of State’s E-mail subscription list for the Visa Bufletin, send an e-mail
message to the following e-mail address:

listserv@calist.state,gov

and in the message body type: Signoff Visa-Bulletin

The Department of State also has available a recorded message with visa cut-off dates which can be heard at (202)
663-1541. The recording is normally updated by the middle of each month with information on cut-off dates for the
following month,

Readers may submit questions regarding Visa Bulletin related items by e-mail at the following address:
VISABULLETIN@STATE.GOV
(This address cannot be used to subscribe to the Visa Bulletin.)

Department of State Publication 9514
CA/NO: November 7, 2003

Go to the Visa Services Page
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