VISITATION STRATEGIES

CUSTODY IN WHAT IS
NORTH CAROLINA “REASONABLE

COL MARK SULLIVAN VISITATION”?
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VISITATION STRATEGIES A TYPICAL LOCAL SCHEDULE

VISITATION BY MUTUAL =ALTERNATING WEEKENDS

CONSENT... BUT IE = ONE WEEK EACH

PARTIES CANT AGREE --? CHRISTMAS
“BACKUP” OR DEFAULT =ONE MONTH EACH SUMMER

SCHEDULE OF ~ALTERNATING HOLIDAYS
VISITATION

FORECASTING .
= 0)9)
B R ST ATION SFEC = Sergeant First Class??

SUMMERTIME
CHRISTMAS _
LOGISTICS ™, ;
A “SITTER OF FIRST
CHOICE”?!!




WHAT CAN'DAD DO?

DOCUMENT THOSE
REFUSALS

GO TO COURT FOR
VISITATION RIGHTS

SELF-HELP??

FACTORS

IRREGULAR CH. CARE SCHEDULES
“EULL-TIME DUTY,” PCS MOVES
ALERTS, DERPLONYMENTS -Vs.-

QUALITY OF SCHOOLS ON BASE
RECREATIONAL EACILITIES
DEPENDENT YOUTH ACTIVITIES
DAY CARE EACILITIES

TRAVEL TO OTHER STATES &
COUNTRIES -- “ ENRICHMENT”

EHANGING CUSTODY

Factors and Scenarios

MICITARY
FACTORS

THE VOICE OF THE CHILD
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REMEMBER -- THIS BLADE CGUTSs
BOTH WAYS...

Factors for Custody Modification

Since the last custedy order...
@hange of circumstances
Substantial

Having an impact on child’s welfare
S0 as to reguire change ofi custody.
Unforeseeable?

Impact is adverse, harmiul?




Factors for Custody Modification

The “Usual Suspects” --
OBJECTIVE and VERIFIABLE

HEALTH
EDUCATION
BEHAVIOR

SCENARIOS

*Johnnie’s mom was just thrown in jail for
childiabuse.”

SCENARIOS

“I've remarried and I’'m able to take cane
of Johnnie now.”

NO SHOWING OF HARM,
ADVERSITY

SCENARIOS

tJohnnie’s momi was just thrown;in: jail for
childlabuse.”

iShe’s started living|with her boyiriend.”
“I've remarried and I'm able to take care
offJehnnie now.”

“Il just gave up custody tojoin the Army.”
“She won't let me visit Johnnie.”

SCENARIOS

“She’s started living withiher boyfriend.”

Viarital fault vs. parental
misconduct

Effect on child?
Jarnrett case, ILL. “79

Almoend case, N.C. App. ‘79; but
see Pulliam v. Smith, N.C. ‘98

SCENARIOS

“| jist gave up custedy te join the Army.

NOTHING
UNEFORESEEABLE!




SCENARIOS

“She won't let me visit Johnnie.”
s A CHANGE OF
CUSTODRY REQUIRED?

WHY NOT JUST REQUEST:
AND ENEORCE
VISITATION RIGHTS?

SCENARIOS

“Jehnnie says he wants to live withrme now.”

ROTENTIALLY DYNAMITE |E CHILD
IS'OF SUITABLE AGE & MATURITY

NEED OTHER EACTS TO MAKE T
WORK; OTHERWISE:..

LIKE A GREAT BOMB! WITIH NO
DELIVERY SYSTEM!

CUSTODY TRIALS

“DON’T LET HIM GET

AWAY WITH THAT...
DEMAND YOUR
SETTLEMENT!™
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The Ann LLandersi TTheony, ofi Lawsuits

2 MORE SCENARICS...

“Johnnie says he wants to live with me
oW, ”
i She’s mentally abusing Jehnnie.”

SCENARIOS

“He mentally abusing Johnnie.”

Please help me...
HOW DOWE
PROVE THIS?

LET’S GO TO COURT!




CUSTODY TRIALS

Pro’Ss: enforcement [ct.
order]; clearing the air; no need

to wrestle with compromises, give-

&-take

- Con’s: Bad blood, hard
oy feelings; time and MONEY

CUSTODY TRIALS

PRINMARY
CARETAKER
ISSUES: “WHO'S

. THE MOTHER?”
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CUSTODY TRIALS

A ROLE EOR MEDIAIION??
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CUSTODY TRIALS

WHAT IS THE

@0 17 -- hirng yeur ewn

lawyer... or assessment of
«=alty fees for other side’s
atty?

WOMEN & CHILDREN EIRSTH!

90% of all single-parent families
are headed by women.

WHAT TH"
IS

JOINNE CUSTODY?O
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JOINT CUSTODY JOINT PHYSICAL CUSTIODY.

LABELS
REALITY

TRUE JOINT?
CUSTODY

JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY
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SHARED DECISION-MAKING?

THE OVERSEAS CLIENT...

(OR ONE THAT’S JUST EAR
FRONVNHTECOURIROOIM)

1 AND CHANGE OF

N CUSTODY. .
PERENPITORY &

SETTING!




Deployment and Chiange of Custody
QUESTIONS FOR THE CLIENT:

HHOW LONG WILL DEPLOYMENT
LAST?

WHO TAKES CARE OF JOHNNIE?
WHAT EFFECT ON JOHNNIE?

WHAT EFFECT ON OTHER PARENT?
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THE END

COL MARK SULLIVAN

Deployment andiChange of Custody,

OPTIONS EOR THE CLIENT:

SCRA = FALSE SOLUTION?

GET CONSENT TO TEMPORARY
CUSTODY ARRANGEMENT

SPECIFY PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES
ON THE CONSENT ORDER, AND
TRANSFER CUSTODY TO OTHER
PARENT




